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It's been a while. | guess we started this project in January 2010 when Jimmy Johnson and Steve
Cadd joined me and Dave O'Donnell in the barn next to my house to record some demos: bass,
drums & guitar. None of these tracks had any lyrics; | whistled the melody.

|1 took 2013 off, more or less, to write but it wasn’t until September, with deadlines looming, that |
really got down to it. These days, life is full and lyric writing needs empty time, so the only thing for
it was to borrow Bee & Val's place in Newport for a week at a time; thanks, guys. After a few quiet
days, the songs started to come through. | walked around town, | rowed around the harbor and |
cooked my meals with one call to home at dinnertime. | had a different notebook for each song;
written down on the right page and edited on the left. Bits of lyrics on napkins, and envelopes and
little scraps of music recorded on my phone... In January 2014, | brought the band — Jimmy
Johnson, Bass; Larry Coldings, Pianos; Mike Landau, CGuitars and Steve Cadd, Drums — to our
home, where Ellyn Kusmin and Dave O’'Donnell had transformed the barn into a studio, "aqueduct
for our porpoises”... Ralph and JP came down from Vermont to help set us up and we got started.

“Today Today Today” was the first: aptly enough as it's a song about beginnings and refers back
to London in '68 “"when first | cut my side”... Every day for ten days we cut a new song. Nothing was
charted in advance because these are head arrangements: you listen to the other players and let
the track happen.

This is the 16th time I've taken a batch of songs into the studio; recently with these same musicians.
1 can’t describe how delightful a thing it is to do this kind of consensus collaboration; we'd choose
the best take and overdub repairs, improvements and solos. Dave and I flew to Los Angeles in March
to record the singers: Arnold McCuller, Kate Markovwitz, David Lasley and Andrea Zonn. Andrea
overdubbed her fiddle and Luis Conte added percussion on most of the new tracks.

The last two songs: "Angels Of Fenway” and "Montana” had no lyrics until May so it was impossible to
deliver the finished album before the summer tour (which was supposed to promote the album) and
which began in that same month. | didn’t mean to ride the album into the tour, but that’s what happened,
and not for the first time. Still, we didn't want to wait until the tour ended in December to finish record-
ing, so Dave came to San Francisco where he set up a mobile studio in our hotel. He did the same thing
in LA, and we booked studio time in Buffalo and Philadelphia on days off. Rob Mounsey wrote excellent
string and horn charts for "SnowTime” and “"Stretch Of The Highway” which were recorded in New York.
That's where Sting sang his harmony for "Before This World.” I'm so grateful for his time and talent (he
was up to his ears in his brilliant musical The Last Ship which Kim and | attended Opening Night in
Chicago); deeply grateful also to dear friend, Yo-Yo Ma, for the afternoon he gave us last summer in the
barn recording his fabulous cello on the same song and on my song for Kim: “"You And | Again.”

When | set out to record a new song, | have an idea, in my mind’s ear, of how it should sound. It is rare that
the finished product entirely measures up, indeed, sometimes I'm utterly surprised by where the session
takes it. This time I'm completely satisfied that each of these ten songs is where it's meant to be.

My profound thanks to this band, the best players | know, for their collaboration, focus and enthu-
siasm; for their divine talent and their friendship. Their pany is the joy of this musical life. This
album of new songs could not have happened without the id and df effort
of its prod : the formidable, patient and ever-positive Dave O'Donnell. We had fun.

JAMES TAYLOR, MARCH 2015
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god, it was beyond belief * Down 3 needing
4 in a row ¢ Holding on by the skin of our
teeth ¢ Like a hungry dog on a bone °
Angels of Fenway — give them peace * They
have been patient * Red Sox Nation * The
whole world held its breath ¢ People got
down on their knees * Ready for the sudden
death * Praying to heaven for hell to freeze *
Nanna watched from her hospital bed ¢ She
was there ‘til the end of the race * | couldn’t
hear the last words she said * But she was
lying there with a smile on her face * Just a
little smile on her face * Doesn’t feel like a
long time ago

STRETCH OF THE HIGHWAY (5:32)

| was born singing yes | am ¢ Grew up some
kind of travelin’ man ¢ Sunday morning,
pack my things * Say so long sweet potato *
I'm on the road again ¢ CHORUS: Oh it's a
lovely stretch of the highway ¢ Leading me
on * And my favorite thing is to miss my
home * When I’'m gone, soon as I’'m gone *©
Chi-Town baby, that’s my town too ¢ People
pick it right on up, do the looma lamaloo
Just for example, look ye yonder over there
Chicago’s got the finest high-test first-class
poontang anywhere ¢« CHORUS ¢ | want to
thank the man that planed the land ¢ | want
to thank the man that towed the load * In the
burning sun and the freezing cold * | want to
thank the man that made this road
Eisenhower ¢ Mr. Dwight D. ¢ General

Motors ¢ Big Ol' GMC « They saw the future ©
Yes, indeed ¢ Eternal combustion ¢ That's
what the country’s gonna need * CHORUS *
Tomorrow * Same as today * One more time *
Mama that’s ok * Shake your head “yes”
Shake your head “no” ¢ Keep it straight and
level ¢ And steady as she goes

M O N T A N A (3:26)

I’'m not smart enough for this life I've been liv-
ing * A little bit slow for the pace of the game *
It's not I'm ungrateful for all I've been given *
But nevertheless just the same ¢ | wish to my
soul | was back in Montana ¢ High on my
mountain and deep in the snow * Up in my
cabin, over the valley ¢ Under the blankets
with you * Over the ocean from here ¢ Over
the mountains from there * Who can imagine
the scale of the forces * That pushed this old
mountain range up in the sky ¢ Tectonic
creation, erosion, mutation © Something to
pleasure God’s eye * The world is a wonder of
lightning and thunder ¢ The green of the
ground as we fall from the sky ¢ The old and
new faces the tribes and the races ¢ The thou-
sands of places to try ¢ Over the ocean from
here * Over the mountains from there ¢ One
sits and waits while the other one wanders ¢
And squanders his time with a life on the road
Down from the mountain, across the wide
ocean * The world is in motion and cannot be
slowed ¢ Enough for the day, the demands of
the moment ¢ The thing on my mind is the work
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FORE THIS WORLD/
LLY SPRINGTIME
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Give up the love that takes and breaks your
heart ¢ Let go the weight of all that holds you
here ¢ Little love of mine, darling one * JOLLY
SPRINGTIME e Oh the jolly springtime * In the
merry month of May ¢ Oh the heavenly hours ©
Oh the come again day ° Let the day run long *
Let the river run high ¢ That tomorrow may
live * So must yesterday die * Let the resin
risin’ up in the tree * Make the green leaf
bud ¢ The bird and the bee and the fish in the
sea * Feeling it in my blood ¢ Oh the jolly
springtime * All in the merry month of May
Oh the heavenly hours ¢ Oh the come again
day ¢ Yes the winter was bitter and long * So
the spring’ll be sweet ¢ Come along with a
rhythm and a song * Watch creation repeat ©
Thin thin the moment is thin * Ever so narrow
the now ¢ Everybody say got to live in today ©
Don’t nobody know how ¢ Oh the jolly spring-
time ¢ In the merry month of May ¢ Oh the
heavenly hours * Oh the come again day

FAR AFCHANISTAN (4:04)

Back home Indiana, we just learn to get along
Civilized and socialized they teach you right
from wrong * How to hold your liquor and how
to hold your tongue * How to hold a woman or
a baby or a gun ¢ But nothing will prepare you
for the far Afghanistan ¢ You can listen to their
stories and pick up what you can * You listen to
their stories maybe read a book or two ¢ Until
they send you out there, man you haven't got a
clue ¢ Oh the Hindu Kush, the Band-e Amir, the
Hazara ¢ They tell you a tradition in the hills of
Kandahar ¢ They say young boys are taken to
the wilderness out there * Taken to the moun-
tain alone and in the night ¢ If he makes it home

alive they teach him how to fight ¢ They fought
against the Russians, they fought against the
Brits * They fought old Alexander, talking ‘bout
him ever since * And after 9/11 here comes
your Uncle Sam * Another painful lesson in the
far Afghanistan ¢ | was ready to be terrified
and ready to be mad ¢ | was ready to be home-
sick, the worst I've ever had | expected to be
hated and insulted to my face ¢ But nothing
could prepare me for the beauty of the place *
No matter what they tell you all soldiers talk to
God ¢ It's a private conversation written in your
blood ¢ The enemy's no different, badass holy
wind ¢ That crazy bastard talks to God and his
God talks back to him

WILD MOUNTAIN THYME (2:57)

Oh the summertime is coming * And the trees
are sweetly blooming ¢ And the wild mountain
thyme ¢ Grows around the purple heather ¢
Will you go, lassie, will you go * And we will
all go together ¢ To pick wild mountain thyme ¢
All around the purple heather ¢ Will you go,
lassie, will you go ¢ I will build my love a
bower * By yon pure and crystal fountain * Yes
and on it | will lay ¢ All the flowers of the moun-
tain * Will you go, lassie, will you go * And we
will all go together * To pick wild mountain
thyme * All around the purple heather ¢ Will
you go, lassie, will you go ¢ If my true love
won't come with me | will surely find another ¢
To pick wild mountain thyme ¢ All around the
blooming heather ¢ Will you go, lassie, will you
go * And we will all go together ¢ To pick wild
mountain thyme ¢ All around the purple heather ©
Will you go  Will you go, lassie, will you go
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